
A Reporter's Eye on the Vietnam War: Tet and
the Fall of LBJ
The Tet Offensive of 1968 was a turning point in the Vietnam War. It was
the largest and most coordinated attack by the Viet Cong and North
Vietnamese Army (NVA) during the war, and it came at a time when many
Americans believed that the United States was winning. The offensive
shocked the American public and led to a loss of confidence in President
Lyndon B. Johnson's leadership.

The Tet Offensive

The Tet Offensive began on January 30, 1968, during the Tet holiday, a
time when most Vietnamese were celebrating the Lunar New Year. The Viet
Cong and NVA launched surprise attacks on over 100 cities and towns
across South Vietnam, including the capital, Saigon. They had been
planning the offensive for months, and they were able to achieve surprise
because the American military was caught off guard.
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The Tet Offensive was a major military defeat for the Viet Cong and NVA,
but it was also a political victory. The offensive showed that the Viet Cong
and NVA were still capable of launching major attacks, and it undermined
the American public's confidence in the war.

The Fall of LBJ

The Tet Offensive led to a decline in President Johnson's popularity. In
March 1968, he announced that he would not run for re-election. He also
Free Downloaded a partial withdrawal of American troops from Vietnam.

Johnson's decision to withdraw troops was a major turning point in the war.
It signaled that the United States was no longer committed to winning the
war, and it led to a decrease in American support for the war.

The Impact of Tet

The Tet Offensive had a profound impact on the Vietnam War. It led to a
loss of confidence in the American government and military, and it helped
to turn the American public against the war. The offensive also led to the fall
of President Johnson and the eventual withdrawal of American troops from
Vietnam.

Reporters on the Front Lines

The Tet Offensive was a major news event, and reporters from all over the
world flocked to Vietnam to cover the fighting. These reporters played a
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vital role in informing the American public about the war, and their
dispatches helped to shape public opinion about the conflict.

One of the most famous reporters who covered the Tet Offensive was Peter
Arnett. Arnett was a young reporter for the Associated Press, and he was
one of the first journalists to arrive in Saigon after the fighting began. He
filed a series of dispatches that vividly described the chaos and destruction
of the fighting, and his work helped to make the Tet Offensive a front-page
story around the world.

Another famous reporter who covered the Tet Offensive was Walter
Cronkite. Cronkite was the anchorman for the CBS Evening News, and he
was one of the most trusted and respected journalists in America. In
February 1968, Cronkite traveled to Vietnam to see the war for himself, and
he returned with a series of reports that were highly critical of the American
government's handling of the war. Cronkite's reporting helped to turn the
American public against the war, and it is often credited with playing a role
in Johnson's decision not to run for re-election.

The Legacy of Tet

The Tet Offensive was a major turning point in the Vietnam War. It led to a
loss of confidence in the American government and military, and it helped
to turn the American public against the war. The offensive also led to the fall
of President Johnson and the eventual withdrawal of American troops from
Vietnam.

The Tet Offensive is a reminder of the importance of a free and
independent press. The reporters who covered the war played a vital role in



informing the American public about the conflict, and their work helped to
shape public opinion about the war.
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