Bangladesh, Jordan, and Europe: A
Diplomatic Tapestry Interwoven

The diplomatic landscape is a tapestry of intricate connections, where
nations intertwine their histories, aspirations, and interests. The
relationships between Bangladesh, Jordan, and Europe are a testament to
this complexity, spanning decades of diplomatic engagement and evolving
partnerships.

Laying the Foundation: Diplomatic Ties and Historical Connections

Bangladesh and Jordan established diplomatic relations in 1974, marking
the beginning of their official diplomatic journey. Over the years, both
countries have actively cultivated these ties, recognizing the mutual
benefits of cooperation and shared values.
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Historically, Jordan has played a significant role in Bangladesh's
international recognition and support. In 1972, Jordan was among the first
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Arab countries to recognize Bangladesh's independence, demonstrating its
commitment to the newly formed nation.

Europe's relationship with Bangladesh and Jordan has also been shaped
by historical events. The European Union (EU) has been a key partner for
both countries, providing development assistance, trade opportunities, and
support for their respective peace processes.

Shifting Dynamics: Geopolitical Influences and Regional Partnerships

The diplomatic landscape between Bangladesh, Jordan, and Europe has
evolved in response to geopolitical shifts and regional dynamics. In recent
years, the rise of global terrorism and the Syrian refugee crisis have
brought these countries closer together in addressing common challenges.

Bangladesh and Jordan have coordinated efforts to combat terrorism and
extremism, recognizing the transnational nature of these threats. They
have also collaborated on initiatives to support Syrian refugees, providing
humanitarian assistance and advocating for their protection.

Europe has played a crucial role in facilitating cooperation between
Bangladesh and Jordan in these areas. The EU has provided funding and
expertise to support counterterrorism efforts and refugee assistance
programs, strengthening the partnership between the three countries.

Bangladesh's Role and Contributions

Bangladesh has actively participated in peacekeeping missions in Jordan
and Europe, demonstrating its commitment to international security and
stability. Bangladeshi peacekeepers have served in the United Nations
Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) and the United Nations Disengagement



Observer Force (UNDOF),contributing to conflict resolution and
peacebuilding efforts.

Bangladesh has also made significant contributions to the European
economy through its textile industry. As a major exporter of garments to
Europe, Bangladesh has played a vital role in the global supply chain and
fostered economic ties between the two regions.

Jordan's Role and Contributions

Jordan has served as a mediator and facilitator in regional conflicts,
leveraging its strategic location and diplomatic expertise. The country has
played a key role in the peace process between Israelis and Palestinians,
hosting peace talks and facilitating negotiations.

Jordan has also been a strong advocate for interfaith dialogue and religious
tolerance. The Royal Aal al-Bayt Institute for Islamic Thought, based in
Amman, promotes understanding and cooperation among different faiths,
fostering dialogue between Islam and other religions.

Europe's Role and Contributions

The EU has been a major development partner for Bangladesh and Jordan,
providing financial assistance, technical expertise, and capacity building
support. The EU's development cooperation programs have focused on
areas such as education, healthcare, infrastructure, and governance.

Europe has also played a significant role in promoting human rights and
democracy in both countries. The EU has supported civil society
organizations, election observation missions, and initiatives to strengthen
the rule of law and good governance.



Key Individuals and Diplomatic Milestones

The diplomatic relationship between Bangladesh, Jordan, and Europe has
been shaped by the contributions of key individuals and significant
diplomatic milestones.

For Bangladesh, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been instrumental in
strengthening ties with Jordan and Europe. She has made several official
visits to both regions, promoting cooperation on trade, investment, and
development.

King Abdullah Il of Jordan has also played a crucial role in fostering the
relationship between the three countries. He has visited Bangladesh and
Europe on numerous occasions, engaging in discussions on regional
security, economic collaboration, and interfaith dialogue.

The signing of a cooperation agreement between Bangladesh and Jordan
in 2015 marked a significant milestone in their diplomatic ties. The
agreement covered areas such as trade, investment, education, and
cultural exchange, further solidifying the partnership between the two
countries.

In 2018, Jordan and the EU established a new partnership and cooperation
agreement, upgrading their relationship to a more comprehensive level.
The agreement provides a framework for political dialogue, trade
cooperation, and cooperation in other areas of mutual interest.

The Road Ahead: Prospects and Challenges

The diplomatic tapestry between Bangladesh, Jordan, and Europe
continues to evolve, with new opportunities and challenges emerging on



the horizon.

The growing importance of the Indo-Pacific region has opened up new
avenues for cooperation between Bangladesh and Europe. Bangladesh's
strategic location and economic potential make it an important player in the
region, while Europe seeks to strengthen its engagement with the Indo-
Pacific.

Climate change remains a pressing challenge for all three countries.
Cooperation on environmental sustainability, renewable energy, and
climate adaptation will be essential in addressing this global threat.

The digital age presents both opportunities and challenges for the
diplomatic relationship. Cyber security, data protection, and digital
cooperation will become increasingly important areas of collaboration.

The diplomatic ties between Bangladesh, Jordan, and Europe are a rich
and multifaceted tapestry, woven together over decades of engagement
and evolving partnerships. From the early days of recognition to the
present-day challenges and opportunities, these relationships have been
shaped by geopolitical shifts, regional dynamics, and the contributions of
key individuals.

As the world continues to navigate a rapidly changing landscape, the
diplomatic tapestry between Bangladesh, Jordan, and Europe will continue
to adapt and evolve. The strength of these relationships will be crucial in
addressing global challenges, promoting peace and stability, and fostering
economic prosperity in their respective regions and beyond.
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