
Foreign Policy in Iran and Saudi Arabia:
Unraveling the Intricate Dynamics
In the ever-evolving landscape of global politics, the foreign policies of Iran
and Saudi Arabia stand out as two of the most influential and contested. As
pivotal players in the Middle East, these nations have shaped regional and
international dynamics for decades, often finding themselves at odds with
each other. This article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the
foreign policies adopted by Iran and Saudi Arabia, exploring their
motivations, strategies, and the impact of their rivalry on the stability and
security of the Middle East and beyond.
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Historical Roots of Foreign Policy

To fully understand the foreign policies of Iran and Saudi Arabia, it is
essential to delve into their historical backgrounds. Iran, with its ancient
civilization and rich cultural heritage, has a long history of regional
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influence. Saudi Arabia, on the other hand, emerged as a modern nation-
state in the 20th century, largely shaped by the teachings of Wahhabism
and the discovery of vast oil reserves.

Iran's foreign policy has been influenced by its revolutionary ideology
following the 1979 Islamic Revolution, which emphasized the export of the
revolution and support for anti-Western movements worldwide. Saudi
Arabia, in contrast, has pursued a more conservative approach, focusing
on maintaining stability in the region and preserving its close ties with
Western powers, particularly the United States.

Regional Ambitions and Rivalries

Iran and Saudi Arabia's foreign policies are heavily influenced by their
regional ambitions and rivalry. Both countries seek to assert their influence
in the Middle East, leading to a complex game of alliances, proxy wars, and
diplomatic maneuvers.

Iran's foreign policy is characterized by an ideology of resistance to foreign
intervention and support for Shiite Muslim communities in the region. It has
forged close ties with Syria and Lebanon's Hezbollah and has been
accused of supporting anti-government forces in Yemen and Bahrain.

Saudi Arabia, on the other hand, views Iran as its primary regional rival and
seeks to counter its influence. It supports Sunni Muslim groups in the
region, has intervened in Yemen against Iran-backed Houthi rebels, and
has led the Arab coalition against Qatar, which it accuses of supporting
terrorism and having close ties to Iran.

Nuclear Programs and Regional Security



One of the most contentious issues in Iran-Saudi Arabia relations is their
respective nuclear programs. Iran maintains that its nuclear program is
solely for peaceful purposes, while Saudi Arabia and its allies suspect it is
seeking to develop nuclear weapons. The issue has heightened tensions
and raised concerns about a potential nuclear arms race in the Middle
East.

Saudi Arabia has been vocal in its opposition to Iran's nuclear program and
has repeatedly called for international sanctions and inspections. It has
also hinted at the possibility of developing its own nuclear program if Iran
acquires nuclear weapons.

International Relations and Alliances

Iran and Saudi Arabia's foreign policies are also shaped by their
international relations and alliances. Iran has cultivated close ties with
Russia and China, which provide it with economic and political support. It
has also sought to expand its influence in Latin America and Africa.

Saudi Arabia, on the other hand, has a long-standing alliance with the
United States and is considered a key player in the global fight against
terrorism. It is also a member of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and
has close relations with other Arab countries in the Middle East and North
Africa.

The Impact of Rivalry on Regional Stability

The rivalry between Iran and Saudi Arabia has had a profound impact on
the stability and security of the Middle East. Their proxy wars and
diplomatic maneuvering have contributed to conflicts in Yemen, Syria, and
Lebanon, exacerbating humanitarian crises and fueling sectarian tensions.



The rivalry has also hindered regional cooperation and economic
integration, as countries in the region are often forced to choose sides or
risk alienating one of the two powers.

The foreign policies of Iran and Saudi Arabia are complex and multifaceted,
driven by a combination of historical, ideological, regional, and international
factors. Their rivalry has shaped the political landscape of the Middle East
for decades, and its impact continues to be felt throughout the region and
beyond. Understanding the complexities of these policies is crucial for
anyone seeking to grasp the dynamics of the Middle East and its
implications for global politics.
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