Furniture from the Renaissance to the
Baroque: A Treatise on the Art of Furniture
Making

Furniture is one of the most important elements of any home. It provides
comfort, style, and functionality. But did you know that the furniture we use
today has a long and fascinating history?

In this article, we will take a journey through the history of furniture, from
the Renaissance to the Baroque period. We will explore the different styles
of furniture that were popular during these periods, and we will learn about
the techniques that were used to make them.
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The Renaissance

The Renaissance was a period of great cultural and intellectual change in
Europe. It began in the 14th century and lasted until the 16th century.
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During this time, there was a renewed interest in classical learning and art.
This interest led to a new style of furniture that was inspired by ancient
Greek and Roman designs.

Renaissance furniture was typically made of wood, and it was often
decorated with carvings, paintings, and gilding. The most popular pieces of
furniture during this period included chairs, tables, beds, and chests.

The Baroque

The Baroque period followed the Renaissance period. It began in the 17th
century and lasted until the 18th century. During this time, there was a new
emphasis on grandeur and opulence. This opulence was reflected in the
furniture of the period.

Baroque furniture was typically made of expensive materials, such as
mahogany, walnut, and rosewood. It was often decorated with elaborate
carvings, gilding, and upholstery. The most popular pieces of furniture
during this period included chairs, sofas, tables, and beds.

The Treatise on the Furniture

In 1763, a book was published that would have a profound impact on the
history of furniture making. This book was called the "Treatise on the
Furniture" by André-Jacob Roubo.

The "Treatise on the Furniture" was a comprehensive guide to the art of
furniture making. It covered everything from the selection of wood to the
finishing of the piece. The book was illustrated with over 200 plates, which
showed the different steps involved in making furniture.



The "Treatise on the Furniture" was a major influence on furniture makers
for centuries. It helped to standardize the techniques of furniture making,
and it also helped to spread new ideas about furniture design.

The Legacy of the Renaissance and Baroque

The furniture of the Renaissance and Baroque periods has had a lasting
impact on the way we live today. Many of the designs that were popular
during these periods are still used today. For example, the chair is a piece
of furniture that was first developed during the Renaissance. The chair has
evolved over the centuries, but it still retains its basic form.

The furniture of the Renaissance and Baroque periods is a testament to the
skill and artistry of the furniture makers of these periods. These pieces of
furniture are beautiful, functional, and timeless. They are a valuable part of
our cultural heritage.

The history of furniture is a long and fascinating one. The furniture of the
Renaissance and Baroque periods is a testament to the skill and artistry of
the furniture makers of these periods. These pieces of furniture are
beautiful, functional, and timeless. They are a valuable part of our cultural

heritage.
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