
Speak Now: A Riveting Account of the
Landmark Trials for Marriage Equality

Speak Now: Marriage Equality on Trial tells the captivating story of the
legal battles that led to the historic Supreme Court decision legalizing
same-sex marriage in the United States. Written by Lambda Legal Defense
and Education Fund, the book provides an insider's perspective on the
landmark cases that transformed the lives of countless LGBTQ+ people
and their families.
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Print length : 402 pages

Through riveting firsthand accounts from lawyers, plaintiffs, and advocates,
Speak Now chronicles the events that unfolded in courtrooms across the
country. From the early challenges in Massachusetts to the groundbreaking
victory at the Supreme Court, the book illuminates the strategies, passion,
and determination that drove the fight for marriage equality.

A Journey of Courage and Resilience

At the heart of Speak Now are the stories of the plaintiffs who bravely
stepped forward to challenge the laws that discriminated against them.
Readers will meet Cristina and Dom, the New York couple whose lawsuit
sparked the first major legal fight for marriage equality; Edie and Thea, the
Iowa plaintiffs who faced fierce opposition from their own families and
communities; and Jim Obergefell, the lead plaintiff in the Supreme Court
case who lost his beloved partner John Arthur just before the ruling was
announced.

These plaintiffs faced countless obstacles and setbacks, but their
unwavering resilience and determination inspired a movement. They
persevered through legal battles, public criticism, and even threats of
violence, ultimately paving the way for a more just and equitable society.

The Power of Advocacy

Speak Now also highlights the crucial role played by Lambda Legal and
other advocacy organizations in the fight for marriage equality. The book
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demonstrates how strategic litigation, public education, and community
engagement can create lasting change.

Lambda Legal's attorneys and staff worked tirelessly behind the scenes,
providing legal representation, coordinating grassroots efforts, and
advocating for the rights of LGBTQ+ people in the courts and beyond. Their
unwavering commitment to justice helped bring about a profound
transformation in American society.

A Call to Action

While the Supreme Court's decision in Obergefell v. Hodges was a
landmark victory, the fight for LGBTQ+ equality continues today. Speak
Now serves as a reminder that the battle for justice is never truly over and
that we must all continue to speak up against discrimination and inequality
in all its forms.

The book calls on readers to become advocates for change, to engage in
conversations about LGBTQ+ rights, and to support organizations that are
working to create a more just and equitable world for all.

A Must-Read for Anyone Interested in Social Justice

Speak Now: Marriage Equality on Trial is a captivating, inspiring, and
deeply moving book that offers a unique glimpse into one of the most
important social justice movements of our time. It is essential reading for
anyone interested in LGBTQ+ history, law, or the power of advocacy.

By telling the stories of the plaintiffs, lawyers, and advocates who fought for
marriage equality, Speak Now provides a powerful reminder that change is
possible, even when the odds seem stacked against you. It is a book that



will inspire generations to come to fight for the rights of all marginalized
communities.
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