
The Ace Cafe: A Timeless Icon of British
Culture

Nestled amidst the vibrant streets of North London, the Ace Cafe has stood
as a beacon of British counterculture for nearly a century. This iconic
roadside diner has witnessed the rise and fall of countless youth
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subcultures, from the ton-up boys of the 1950s to the mods and rockers of
the 1960s. Through the decades, the Ace Cafe has remained an enduring
symbol of freedom, rebellion, and the pursuit of speed.
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The Early Years

The Ace Cafe was founded in 1938 by two enterprising brothers, Bill and
Aubrey Hardiman. Initially intended as a simple roadside cafe for weary
motorists, it quickly became a popular gathering spot for motorcyclists and
car enthusiasts. The cafe's location on the North Circular Road, a major
artery linking London to the countryside, made it an ideal stopover for
bikers and racers.

As the popularity of motorcycling soared in post-war Britain, the Ace Cafe
became a mecca for the burgeoning cafe racer scene. Young men and
women, drawn by the allure of speed and camaraderie, flocked to the cafe
on weekends to race their souped-up bikes and socialize with fellow
enthusiasts.

The Ton-Up Boys
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The 1950s witnessed the rise of the "ton-up boys," a group of young bikers
who prided themselves on being able to reach speeds of 100 miles per
hour (160 kilometers per hour). The Ace Cafe became the unofficial
headquarters of these daredevils, who gathered at the cafe to exchange
stories, compare machines, and plan their next rides.

The ton-up boys' exploits often brought them into conflict with the
authorities. Police raids on the Ace Cafe were not uncommon, and many
bikers were arrested for speeding and other offenses. However, the cafe's
reputation as a hub for the counterculture only grew stronger, and it
became a symbol of resistance against the establishment.

The Mods and Rockers

In the 1960s, the Ace Cafe became a battleground for a new generation of
youth subcultures: the mods and rockers. Mods, known for their clean-cut
appearance and love of Italian scooters, clashed with rockers, who favored
leather jackets and motorcycles. The tensions between these two groups
often erupted into violence, both inside the cafe and on the surrounding
streets.

The mods and rockers' rivalry reached its peak in 1964, when a major
clash at the Ace Cafe resulted in several injuries and arrests. The incident
made national headlines and led to the cafe being temporarily closed by
the police.

Rebirth and Legacy

Despite the challenges faced in the 1960s, the Ace Cafe managed to
survive and eventually regain its status as a iconic destination. In the 1970s
and 1980s, the cafe became a popular hangout for bikers of all ages and



backgrounds. It also played host to countless live music events, featuring
bands like Motorhead, the Damned, and the Jam.

In 1994, the Ace Cafe was sold to a new group of owners who embarked
on an extensive renovation project. The cafe was restored to its former
glory, and new features were added, such as a museum and a live music
venue.

Today, the Ace Cafe remains a thriving hub for bikers, car enthusiasts, and
music lovers. It hosts a wide range of events throughout the year, including
bike meets, car shows, and live music gigs. The cafe is also a popular
destination for tourists who want to experience a slice of British
counterculture.

The Ace Cafe Then and Now

The Ace Cafe has come a long way since its humble beginnings as a
roadside diner. Over the decades, it has witnessed the rise and fall of youth
subcultures, survived police raids and riots, and emerged as a timeless
icon of British culture.

The Ace Cafe Then and Now is a comprehensive illustrated history of this
legendary institution. Lavishly illustrated with over 300 photographs, the
book tells the story of the cafe from its early days to the present. It features
interviews with key figures in the cafe's history and captures the unique
atmosphere that has made the Ace Cafe a beloved destination for
generations of bikers, rockers, and car enthusiasts.

The Ace Cafe Then and Now is not only a must-read for fans of the cafe
but also a fascinating historical document that sheds light on a significant



chapter in British cultural history. Free Download your copy today!
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