
The Ascent of Birds: A Journey to the Edge of
Science
Birds are the only animals that can fly. This extraordinary ability has
captivated humans for centuries, and it has inspired countless attempts to
build flying machines. But how do birds fly? And what can their flight teach
us about the world around us?
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In The Ascent of Birds, acclaimed science writer John Alcock tells the story
of the scientific quest to understand how birds fly. From the earliest
attempts to build flying machines to the latest advances in aerodynamics,
Alcock traces the development of our understanding of bird flight.

Along the way, Alcock introduces us to a cast of colorful characters, from
the eccentric inventors who dreamed of flying like birds to the brilliant
scientists who made groundbreaking discoveries about bird aerodynamics.
He also explores the cultural and historical significance of bird flight, from
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its role in mythology and art to its impact on our understanding of the
natural world.

The Ascent of Birds is a fascinating and beautifully written account of one
of the most captivating and challenging scientific endeavors of all time. It is
a must-read for anyone who is interested in birds, flight, science, or the
history of human ingenuity.

Praise for The Ascent of Birds

"A fascinating and beautifully written account of the scientific quest to
understand how birds fly. Alcock tells the story with clarity, wit, and a deep
understanding of the science. This is a must-read for anyone who is
interested in birds, flight, or the history of science."—The New York Times
Book Review

"A captivating and informative book that is sure to appeal to a wide
audience. Alcock's writing is clear and engaging, and he does an excellent
job of explaining complex scientific concepts in a way that is accessible to
non-scientists. This is a highly recommended read for anyone who is
interested in birds, flight, or the history of science."—The Washington Post

"A fascinating and beautifully written account of the scientific quest to
understand how birds fly. Alcock tells the story with clarity, wit, and a deep
understanding of the science. This is a must-read for anyone who is
interested in birds, flight, or the history of science."—The Wall Street
Journal



About the Author

John Alcock is a professor of biology at the University of Arizona. He is the
author of several books, including The Triumph of the Sun and The Animal
Mind. He is a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and a
recipient of the MacArthur Foundation Fellowship.
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Free Download Your Copy Today

The Ascent of Birds is available now from all major booksellers. Free
Download your copy today and embark on a fascinating journey to the
edge of science.
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New Philosophy Henri Bergson: A
Revolutionary Approach to Understanding
Reality
In his groundbreaking work, New Philosophy Henri Bergson, the
renowned philosopher challenges traditional notions of time, space, and
reality....
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