
Unveiling the Desperate Dreams and Hollow
Aspirations of Hollywood: A Study Guide to
Nathanael West's The Day of the Locust
Nathanael West's The Day of the Locust paints a vivid and haunting portrait
of Hollywood in the 1930s. The novel follows a group of aspiring actors,
writers, and artists as they chase their dreams of fame and fortune, only to
face the stark reality of disillusionment and despair.

This study guide will provide you with the tools you need to fully understand
and appreciate The Day of the Locust. We will explore the novel's
characters, themes, and symbolism, and discuss its relevance to modern
society.

The Day of the Locust features a cast of memorable characters, each of
whom represents a different aspect of the Hollywood dream.
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Tod Hackett: A young artist who moves to Hollywood with dreams of
becoming a movie star.

Faye Greener: A beautiful but troubled actress who is trying to escape
her past.

Homer Simpson: A failed writer who works as a publicist for a movie
studio.

Miguel Otero: A Mexican artist who is trying to find his place in
American society.

Claude Estee: A wealthy and influential producer who represents the
power and corruption of Hollywood.

The Day of the Locust explores a number of important themes, including:

The Desperation of the Hollywood Dream: The novel shows how the
dream of becoming a star can lead to desperation and even madness.

The Futility of Fame: West argues that fame is ultimately an illusion,
and that it cannot bring true happiness.

The Corruption of Hollywood: The novel exposes the dark
underbelly of Hollywood, including the rampant sexism, racism, and
classism.

The Loss of Innocence: The Day of the Locust is a coming-of-age
story about the loss of innocence. Tod Hackett arrives in Hollywood
with dreams of success, but he soon learns that the world is not as he
imagined it.



West uses a number of symbols in The Day of the Locust to explore his
themes.

The Locusts: The locusts in the novel are a symbol of the destructive
power of Hollywood. They represent the way that the industry devours
the dreams of its victims.

The Swimming Pool: The pool in the novel is a symbol of the
unattainable dream of Hollywood. It is a place where people go to
escape the heat and dust of the city, but it is also a place where people
can drown.

The Fire: The fire at the end of the novel is a symbol of the destruction
of Hollywood. It is a cleansing force that wipes away the city's sins.

The Day of the Locust was written in 1939, but its themes are still relevant
today. The novel exposes the dark side of the entertainment industry, and it
shows how the pursuit of fame and fortune can lead to despair.

In a world where social media and reality television make it seem like
anyone can become a star, The Day of the Locust is a timely reminder that
the Hollywood dream is not all that it seems.

The Day of the Locust is a powerful and haunting novel that offers a
scathing critique of the Hollywood dream. The novel's characters are
unforgettable, its themes are timeless, and its symbolism is rich and
complex.

This study guide has provided you with the tools you need to fully
understand and appreciate The Day of the Locust. We encourage you to
read the novel and explore its many layers of meaning.
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